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Secret Service, Treasury § 409.2 

§ 409.1 Standard. 
In granting or denying a request for a 

security clearance made in response to 
an application for a White House press 
pass, officials of the Secret Service will 
be guided solely by the principle of 
whether the applicant presents a po-
tential source of physical danger to the 
President and/or the family of the 
President so serious as to justify his or 
her exclusion from White House press 
privileges. 
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§ 409.2 Procedures. 
(a) If the Special Agent in Charge of 

the Secret Service, Technical Security 
Division, in applying the standard set 
forth in § 409.1, anticipates that a de-
nial of the security clearance should be 
issued, the applicant will be notified in 
writing, by that official, of the basis 
for the proposed denial in as much de-
tail as the security of any confidential 
source of information will permit. This 
notification will be sent by registered 
mail. 

(b) The notification of the proposed 
denial sent to the applicant will also 
contain a statement advising the appli-
cant of his right to respond to the pro-
posed denial and to rebut any factual 
basis supporting the proposed denial by 
contacting the Assistant Director— 
Protective Operations, United States 
Secret Service, 1800 ‘‘G’’ Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20223. 

(c) The applicant shall be allowed 
thirty days from the date of the mail-
ing of the proposed denial notification 
to respond in writing. The response 
shall consist of any explanation or re-
buttal deemed appropriate by the ap-
plicant and will be signed by the appli-
cant under oath or affirmation. 

(d) If the applicant is unable to pre-
pare a response within thirty days, an 
extension for one additional thirty day 
period will be granted upon receipt of 
the applicant’s written request for such 
an extension. 

(e) At the time of the filing of the ap-
plicant’s written response to the notifi-
cation of the proposed denial the appli-
cant may request, and will be granted, 
the opportunity to make a personal ap-
pearance before the Assistant Direc-
tor—Protective Operations of the Se-

cret Service for the purpose of person-
ally supporting his eligibility for a se-
curity clearance and to rebut or ex-
plain the factual basis for the proposed 
denial. This official shall exercise final 
review authority in the matter. The 
applicant may be represented by coun-
sel during this appearance. 

(f)(1) On the basis of the applicant’s 
written and personal response and the 
factual basis for the proposed denial, 
the Assistant Director—Protective Op-
erations of the Secret Service will de-
termine whether or not further inquiry 
or investigation concerning the issues 
raised, is necessary. 

(2) If a decision is made that no such 
inquiry is necessary a final decision 
will be issued in conformity with para-
graph (g) of this section. 

(3) If a decision is made that such 
further inquiry is necessary the Assist-
ant Director—Protective Operations of 
the Secret Service, will conduct such 
further inquiry as that official deems 
appropriate. At the official’s discre-
tion, the inquiry may consist of: 

(i) The securing of documentary evi-
dence; 

(ii) Personal interviews; 
(iii) An informal hearing; 
(iv) Any combination of paragraphs 

(f)(3)(i) through (iii) of this section. 
(g) On the basis of the applicant’s 

written and personal response, the fac-
tual basis for the proposed denial and 
the additional inquiry provided for, if 
such inquiry is conducted, a final deci-
sion will be expeditiously made by the 
Assistant Director—Protective Oper-
ations of the United States Secret 
Service in accordance with the stand-
ard set forth in § 409.1. If a final adverse 
decision is reached, the applicant will 
be notified of this final decision in 
writing. This notification will set 
forth, as precisely as possible and to 
the extent that security considerations 
permit, the factual basis for the denial 
in relation to the standard set forth in 
§ 409.1. This notification will be sent by 
registered mail and will be signed by 
the Assistant Director—Protective Op-
erations of the Secret Service. 
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